[Differentiation between hepatoma and hemangioma by inversion recovery snapshot FLASH MR imaging with variable TIs].
To differentiate hepatoma from hemangioma, MR studies were performed for 18 patients with 21 untreated liver tumors (hepatoma 10, hemangioma 11). We obtained inversion recovery snapshot FLASH images of liver tumors with variable TIs (50, 100, 150, 200, 250, 300, 400, and 500 msec). 8 hemangiomas showed higher intensity than liver parenchyma on the images at 150 msec and less of TI, and lower intensity at 200 msec or more TI. In 7, signal intensity of hepatoma became low at 150 msec or less of TI or remained high with prolonged TI. Inversion recovery snapshot FLASH imaging with variable TIs will be useful for differentiating between hepatoma and hemangioma.